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the actual elimination of those considered dangerous, for
which monstrous responsibility the justification could be
used that such persons had been killed for trying to go
over to the enemy or for being traitors.

The functions and powers of Commissars were not
strictly fixed by law. They called themselves the
"Political High Command," and except on rare occasions
they impeded, undermined, and even annulled the
military High Command.

There were plenty of Commissars of good faith who
gave their lives in the holocaust of patriotism and liberty,
dying at the head of their Units, and there were others
who worked honourably for the highest motives. For
these, my greatest respect. But, undoubtedly, the mistaken
activities of the Commissariat contributed notably to the
adverse course of the war.

Such things naturally aroused hatred and suspicion
among men who were fighting for the same cause. Political
differences were increased, and passions rose high. How-
ever much one wished to do, it was all useless. The plan
consistently followed by the Communists to get command
of the People's Army was stifling all chance of using that
army.

It is interesting to notice that at the same time on the
General Staffs one noticed a feeling of disdain'towards
the "friendly advisers", disdain which at the end of the
war changed to the most profound contempt, making the
Staffs refuse to take notice of the hints which the High
Command gave them about their treatment of the Russian

58